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generals. When Harsha received the news
that the King, his brother, had been assas-
sinated by a treacherous ally, the fresh
calamity almost broke his affectionate heart.
All this happened soon after A.D. 600. Prince
Bhandi returned victorious from the Malva
campaign, with the intelligence that Harsha's
widowed sister had escaped from captivity,
and was believed to be concealed in the
Vindhya Mountains. King Harsha left
Bhandi in charge of the army, and, attended
by a small suite, set out in search of her. By
the help of a Buddhist recluse he succeeded in
finding his sister, but alas! she was engaged
in the melancholy task of preparing her own
funeral pyre. King Harsha, however, dis-
suaded her from the cruel act of suttee, and
took her back to Kanouj, where both changed
their religion and became devout Buddhists.

These are the chief incidents which Bana
relates in his memoirs of King Harsha's
reign. The HARSHA CHARITA has literary
merit as well as historical value, a rare
combination in Indian books. Sanskrit
literature abounds in poets and philosophers,
but is sadly deficient in historians. The
Puranic genealogies and the KASHMIR
CHRONICLE will hardly be called history by